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;old that the creed did not insist upon non-violence and truth
is the indispensable means for the attainment of swaraj. I agreed
o remove the paraphrase in order to avoid a painful discussion
)ut I felt that truth was stabbed.

I am sure that those who raised this opposition are as patriotic
LS I claim to be, they are as eager for swaraj as every other Congress-
nan. But I do say that the patriotic spirit demands their
oyal and strict adherence to non-violence and truth and that if
hey do not believe in them they should retire from the Congress
)rganization.

Is it not national economy to let all the ideals be sharply
lefined and to work independently of one another? That then
vhich is most popular will win the day. If we are going to evolve
he real spirit of democracy, we shall not do so by obstruction
>ut by abstention.

The session of the All-India Congress Committee was a for-
ible demonstration of the fact that we are retarding the country's
irogress towards swaraj and not the Government. Every mistake
>f the Government helps. Every neglect of duty on our part hinders.

Young India, 2-3-1922

199.   GO VEHEMENT DENIALS
I.   "FLOGGING IN PRISONS"
To
THE EDITOR, Young India
DEAR SIR,
In continuation of my letter No. 402/G dated the 17th February,
1922, I invite your attention to an article in the form of a letter from
Mr. Mahadev Desai, which you headed *'Flogging in Prisons" and which
you published in your issue of the 19th January last. In the course of
that letter no less than six cases of flogging are mentioned and the impli-
cation is that political prisoners were involved. In two instances the names
of certain persons are mentioned. They are Kailash Nath and Lachhmi
Narayan Sharma. Enquiries have been made from the Superintendent of
the Central Prison, Naini ... I am able to affirm categorically that
neither Kailash Nath nor Lachhmi Narayan, whose names were mentioned
by the writer of the letter which you published, have ever been flogged
in the Naini Jail, nor were they given any punishment whatsoever, with the
exception of No. 1488, Kailash Natha who wa.s "warned9* for refusing to